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upon a matter of which pars magna fidt \ and seemed impatient till he got rid of us. Johnson could not stop his merriment, but continued it all the way till we got without the Temple-gate. He then burst into such a fit of laughter, that he appeared to be almost in a convulsion ; and, in order to support himself, laid hold of one of the posts at the side of the foot pavement, and sent forth peals so loud, that in the silence of the night his voice seemed to resound from Temple-bar to Fleet-ditch.
This most ludicrous exhibition of the aweful, melancholy, and venerable Johnson3, happened well to counteract the feelings of sadness which I used to experience when parting with him for a considerable time. I accompanied him to his door, where he gave me his blessing.
He records of himself this year, ' Between Easter and Whitsuntide, having always considered that time as propitious to study, I attempted to learn the Low Dutch
1                          'Et quorum pars magna fui.'
'Yea, and was no small part thereof.'
Morris, sEnez'ds, ii. 6.
a Johnson, as drawn by Boswell, is too ' awful, melancholy, and venerable.' Such ' admirable fooling' as he describes here is but rarely shown in his pages. Yet he must often have seen equally ' ludicrous exhibitions.' Hawkins (Life, p. 258) says, that ' in the talent of humour there hardly ever was Johnson's equal, except perhaps among the old comedians.' Murphy writes (Life,^. 139): — 'Johnson was surprised to be told, but it is certainly true, that with great powers of mind, wit and humour were his shining talents.' Mrs. Piozzi confirms this. ' Mr. Murphy,' she writes (Anec. p. 205),' always said he was incomparable at buffoonery.' She adds (p. 298):—' He would laugh at a stroke of genuine humour, or sudden sally of odd absurdity, as heartily and freely as I ever yet saw any man; and though the jest was often such as few felt besides himself, yet his laugh was irresistible, and was observed immediately to produce that of the company, not merely from the notion that it was proper to laugh when he did, but purely out of want of power to forbear it.' Miss Burney records: —' Dr. Johnson has more fun, and comical humour, and love of nonsense about him than almost anybody I ever saw.' Mme. D'Arblay's Diary, i. 204. See Boswell's own account,post, end of vol. iv.
language.'
